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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mrs. Donna Veile 
Superintendent of Schools 
Payson CUSD 1 
404 W. State St.  # 1 
Payson, IL  62360-1041 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Jill Reis, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Michael Schiffman 
Superintendent of Schools 
Freeport SD 145 
501 E. South St. 
Freeport, IL  61032-9676 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Aaron Mercier, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Scott Amerio 
Superintendent of Schools 
Rantoul Township HSD 193 
200 S. Sheldon St. 
Rantoul, IL  61866-2431 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Jane Quinlan, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Larry Bussard 
Superintendent of Schools 
Richland County CUSD 1 
1100 E. Laurel St. 
Olney, IL  62450-2508 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Monte Newlin, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Chuck Lane 
Superintendent of Schools 
Centralia HSD 200 
2100 E. Calumet St. 
Centralia, IL  62801-6511 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Ron Daniels, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Joe Burgess, Jr. 
Superintendent of Schools 
Genoa Kingston CUSD 424 
980 Park Ave. 
Genoa, IL  60135-1423 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Amanda Christensen, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Jon B. Kilgrore 
Superintendent of Schools 
Pontiac Twp HSD 90 
1100 E. Indiana Ave. 
Pontiac, IL  61764-1204 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Mark Jontry, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Todd Hamm 
Superintendent of Schools 
Mt Pulaski CUSD 23 
119 N. Garden St. 
Mount Pulaski, IL  62548-1285 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Mark Jontry, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Robert Bagby 
Superintendent of Schools 
Lincoln CHSD 404 
1000 Railer Way 
Lincoln, IL  62656-3180 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Mark Jontry, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Mark Daniel 
Superintendent of Schools 
McLean County USD 5 
1809 Hovey Ave. 
Normal, IL  61761-4315 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Mark Jontry, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Dwight Stricklin 
Superintendent of Schools 
Lexington CUSD 7 
202 E. Greenwich St. 
Lexington, IL  61753-1431 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Mark Jontry, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Kari Cremascoli 
Superintendent of Schools 
Downers Grove GSD 58 
1860 63rd St. 
Downers Grove, IL  60516-2471 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Darlene Ruscitti, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. David Larson 
Superintendent of Schools 
Glenbard Twp HSD 87 
596 Crescent Blvd. 
Glen Ellyn, IL  60137-4200 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Darlene Ruscitti, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Scott J. Helton 
Superintendent of Schools 
DuPage HSD 88 
2 Friendship Plz. 
Addison, IL  60101-2787 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Darlene Ruscitti, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Mark McDonald 
Superintendent of Schools 
CHSD 99 
6301 Springside Ave. 
Downers Grove, IL  60516-2488 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Darlene Ruscitti, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Gayle Wahlin 
Superintendent of Schools 
Fenton CHSD 100 
1000 W. Green St. 
Bensenville, IL  60106-2008 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Darlene Ruscitti, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Aaron Mattox 
Superintendent of Schools 
Benton Cons HSD 103 
511 E. Main St. 
Benton, IL  62812-2522 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Matt Donkin, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mrs. Kathy Dinger 
Superintendent of Schools 
Bushnell Prairie City CUSD 170 
845 Walnut St. 
Bushnell, IL  61422-1253 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable John Meixner, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Randall Otto 
Superintendent of Schools 
DePue USD 103 
PO Box 800 
DePue, IL  61322-0800 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Angie Zarvell, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Michael John Struna 
Superintendent of Schools 
Hall HSD 502 
800 W. Erie St. 
Spring Valley, IL  61362-1761 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Angie Zarvell, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Scott Kuffel 
Superintendent of Schools 
Geneseo CUSD 228 
648 N. Chicago St. 
Geneseo, IL  61254 -1118 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Angie Zarvell, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Shane J Kazubowski 
Superintendent of Schools 
Wethersfield CUSD 230 
439 Willard St. 
Kewanee, IL  61443-3717 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Angie Zarvell, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Michael Shimshak 
Superintendent of Schools 
Carbondale ESD 95 
925 S. Giant City Rd. 
Carbondale, IL  62902-5056 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Donna Boros, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mrs. Leslie Ann Varble 
Superintendent of Schools 
Century CUSD 100 
4721 Shawnee College Rd. 
Ullin, IL  62992-2201 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Donna Boros, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Michael Popp 
Superintendent of Schools 
Aurora East USD 131 
417 5th St. 
Aurora, IL  60505-4700 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Pat Dal Santo, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Todd Leden 
Superintendent of Schools 
Kaneland CUSD 302 
47W326 Keslinger Rd. 
Maple Park, IL  60151-9720 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Pat Dal Santo, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Linda L Dvorak 
Superintendent of Schools 
Iroquois West CUSD 10 
PO Box 67 
Gilman, IL  60938-0067 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Gregg Murphy, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Edward D Fletcher 
Superintendent of Schools 
Monmouth-Roseville CUSD 238 
105 N E St. 
Monmouth, IL  61462-1667 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Jodi Scott, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Lynette Zimmer 
Superintendent of Schools 
Lake Villa CCSD 41 
131 McKinley Ave. 
Lake Villa, IL  60046-8986 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Roycealee Wood, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Daryl Herrick 
Superintendent of Schools 
Twp HSD 113 
1040 Park Ave. West 
Highland Park, IL  60035-2257 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Roycealee Wood, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Michael Simeck 
Superintendent of Schools 
Lake Forest CHSD 115 
300 S. Waukegan Rd 
Lake Forest, IL  60045-2643 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Roycealee Wood, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Kevin Myers 
Superintendent of Schools 
Mundelein Cons HSD 120 
1350 W. Hawley St. 
Mundelein, IL  60060-1504 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Roycealee Wood, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. John Ahlgrim 
Superintendent of Schools 
Warren Twp HSD 121 
34090 N. Almond Rd. 
Gurnee, IL  60031-5310 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Roycealee Wood, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Christine Sefcik 
Superintendent of Schools 
Grant CHSD 124 
285 E. Grand Ave. 
Fox Lake, IL  60020-1634 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Roycealee Wood, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Eric Twadell 
Superintendent of Schools 
Adlai E Stevenson HSD 125 
2 Stevenson Dr. 
Lincolnshire, IL  60069-2824 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Roycealee Wood, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Chris Clark 
Superintendent of Schools 
Zion-Benton Twp HSD 126 
3901 21st St. 
Zion, IL  60099-1476 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Roycealee Wood, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Catherine Finger 
Superintendent of Schools 
Grayslake CHSD 127 
400 N. Lake St. 
Grayslake, IL  60030-1430 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Roycealee Wood, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Prentiss G. Lea 
Superintendent of Schools 
CHSD 128 
50 Lakeview Pkwy. Ste. 101 
Vernon Hills, IL  60061-1578 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Roycealee Wood, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Matthew Seaton 
Superintendent of Schools 
Streator Twp HSD 40 
202 W. Lincoln Ave. 
Streator, IL  61364-2102 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Chris Dvorak, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Jeff Prusator 
Superintendent of Schools 
Mendota Twp HSD 280 
2300 W. Main St. 
Mendota, IL  61342-1061 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Chris Dvorak, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Damian D. Jones 
Superintendent of Schools 
Argenta-Oreana CUSD 1 
PO Box 440 
Argenta, IL  62501-0440 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Matt Snyder, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mrs. Lisa M. Taylor 
Superintendent of Schools 
Decatur SD 61 
101 W. Cerro Gordo St. 
Decatur, IL  62523-1001 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Matt Snyder, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Ms. Marica Cullen 
Superintendent of Schools 
North Mac CUSD 34 
525 N. 3rd St. 
Girard, IL  62640-1157 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Michelle Mueller, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Cullen L. Cullen 
Superintendent of Schools 
Venice CUSD 3 
300 4th St. 
Venice, IL  62090 -1015 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Robert Daiber, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Johnnie Thomas 
Superintendent of Schools 
CHSD 155 
1 Virginia Rd. 
Crystal Lake, IL  60014-7901 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Leslie Schermerhorn, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Jeffrey Thake 
Superintendent of Schools 
Amboy CUSD 272 
11 E. Hawley St. 
Amboy, IL  61310-1430 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Robert Sondgeroth, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. John A. Asplund 
Superintendent of Schools 
Farmington Central CUSD 265 
212 N. Lightfoot Rd. 
Farmington, IL  61531-9648 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Beth Derry, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Allan S. Gresham 
Superintendent of Schools 
Limestone CHSD 310 
4201 Airport Rd. 
Peoria, IL  61607-2113 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Beth Derry, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Chad Allison 
Superintendent of Schools 
Il Valley Central USD 321 
1300 W. Sycamore St. 
Chillicothe, IL  61523-1373 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Beth Derry, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Jay C. Morrow 
Superintendent of Schools 
United Twp HSD 30 
1275 Avenue of The Cities 
East Moline, IL  61244-4145 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Tammy Muerhoff, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Kristin M. Humphries 
Superintendent of Schools 
East Moline SD 37 
3451 Morton Dr. 
East Moline, IL  61244-1921 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Tammy Muerhoff, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Thomas E. Bertrand 
Superintendent of Schools 
Rochester CUSD 3A 
4 Rocket Dr. 
Rochester, IL  62563-9282 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Jeff Vose, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Matt Runge 
Superintendent of Schools 
Pleasant Plains CUSD 8 
315 W. Church St. 
Pleasant Plains, IL  62677-9709 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Jeff Vose, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Darren J. Root 
Superintendent of Schools 
Auburn CUSD 10 
606 W. North St. 
Auburn, IL  62615-1144 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Jeff Vose, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Gary M. Alexander 
Superintendent of Schools 
Pawnee CUSD 11 
810 4th St. 
Pawnee, IL  62558-9680 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Jeff Vose, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. David Root 
Superintendent of Schools 
Williamsville CUSD 15 
800 S. Walnut St. 
Williamsville, IL  62693-9729 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Jeff Vose, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Dale Heidbreder 
Superintendent of Schools 
Central SD 51 
1301 Eagle Ave. 
Washington, IL  61571-1111 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Gail Owen, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Danielle Owens 
Superintendent of Schools 
Pekin CSD 303 
320 Stadium Dr. 
Pekin, IL  61554-5266 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Gail Owen, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Charles I. Nagel 
Superintendent of Schools 
East Peoria CHSD 309 
1401 E. Washington St. 
East Peoria, IL  61611-2863 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Gail Owen, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Scott Dearman 
Superintendent of Schools 
Deer Creek-Mackinaw CUSD 701 
401 E. Fifth St. 
Mackinaw, IL  61755-7623 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Gail Owen, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Jeff Hinman 
Superintendent of Schools 
Tremont CUSD 702 
400 W. Pearl St. 
Tremont, IL  61568-8500 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Gail Owen, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Andrew Brooks 
Superintendent of Schools 
Delavan CUSD 703 
907 Locust St. 
Delavan, IL  61734-9327 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Gail Owen, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Lindsey Hall 
Superintendent of Schools 
Morton CUSD 709 
1050 S. 4th Ave. Ste. 200 
Morton, IL  61550-2502 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Gail Owen, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Dan Oakley 
Superintendent of Schools 
Fieldcrest CUSD 6 
1 Dornbush Dr. 
Minonk, IL  61760-1363 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Gail Owen, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Michael Lindy 
Superintendent of Schools 
El Paso-Gridley CUSD 11 
97 W. 5th St. 
El Paso, IL  61738-1049 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Gail Owen, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. Robert Bardwell 
Superintendent of Schools 
Eureka CUD 140 
109 W. Cruger Ave. 
Eureka, IL  61530-1345 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Gail Owen, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
 
James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mrs. Jean M. Neal 
Superintendent of Schools 
Georgetown-Ridge Farm CUD 4 
502 W. Mulberry St. 
Georgetown, IL  61846-1846 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Cheryl Reifsteck, Regional Superintendent of Schools  
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James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Cheryl McCarthy 
Superintendent of Schools 
Joliet Twp HSD 204 
300 Caterpillar Dr. 
Joliet, IL  60436-1047 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  The Honorable Shawn Walsh, Regional Superintendent of Schools  

 
 




