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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Ms. Crystal S. LeRoy 
Superintendent of Schools 
Kenilworth SD 38 
542 Abbotsford Rd. 
Kenilworth, IL  60043-1161 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  Dr. Bruce Brown, Executive Director, North Cook Intermediate Services Center  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Paul Goren 
Superintendent of Schools 
Evanston CCSD 65 
1500 McDaniel Ave. 
Evanston, IL  60201-3976 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  Dr. Bruce Brown, Executive Director, North Cook Intermediate Services Center  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Ms. Kate Donegan 
Superintendent of Schools 
Skokie SD 73-5 
8000 E. Prairie Rd. 
Skokie, IL  60076-3402 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  Dr. Bruce Brown, Executive Director, North Cook Intermediate Services Center  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Eric Witherspoon 
Superintendent of Schools 
Evanston Twp HSD 202 
1600 Dodge Ave. 
Evanston, IL  6020-3449 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  Dr. Bruce Brown, Executive Director, North Cook Intermediate Services Center  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Kenneth E. Wallace 
Superintendent of Schools 
Maine Township HSD 207 
1177 S. Dee Rd. 
Park Ridge, IL  60068-4379 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  Dr. Bruce Brown, Executive Director, North Cook Intermediate Services Center  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Daniel E. Cates 
Superintendent of Schools 
Township HSD 211 
1750 S. Roselle Rd. 
Palatine, IL  60067-7302 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  Dr. Bruce Brown, Executive Director, North Cook Intermediate Services Center  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. David R. Schuler 
Superintendent of Schools 
Township HSD 214 
2121 S. Goebbert Rd. 
Arlington Heights, IL  60005-4205 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  Dr. Bruce Brown, Executive Director, North Cook Intermediate Services Center  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Ms. Nanciann Gatta 
Superintendent of Schools 
Niles Twp CHSD 219 
7700 Gross Point Rd. 
Skokie, IL  60077-2614 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  Dr. Bruce Brown, Executive Director, North Cook Intermediate Services Center  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Ms. Trisha Kocanda 
Superintendent of Schools 
Winnetka SD 36 
1235 Oak St. 
Winnetka, IL  60093-2168 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  Dr. Bruce Brown, Executive Director, North Cook Intermediate Services Center  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Carol Kelley 
Superintendent of Schools 
Oak Park ESD 97 
970 Madison St. 
Oak Park, IL  60302-4430 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  Dr. Mark Klaisner, Executive Director, West Cook Intermediate Service Center  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Steven T. Isoye 
Superintendent of Schools 
Oak Park - River Forest SD 200 
201 N. Scoville Ave. 
Oak Park, IL  60302-2264 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  Dr. Mark Klaisner, Executive Director, West Cook Intermediate Service Center  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Nettie Collins-Hart 
Superintendent of Schools 
Proviso Twp HSD 209 
8601 Roosevelt Rd. 
Forest Park, IL  60130-2532 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  Dr. Mark Klaisner, Executive Director, West Cook Intermediate Service Center  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Nick Polyak 
Superintendent of Schools 
Leyden CHSD 212 
3400 Rose St. 
Franklin Park, IL  60131-2155 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  Dr. Mark Klaisner, Executive Director, West Cook Intermediate Service Center  



 

Illinois State Board of Education 
100 North First Street • Springfield, Illinois 62777-0001 
www.isbe.net 
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Jennifer Kelsall 
Superintendent of Schools 
Ridgewood CHSD 234 
7500 W. Montrose Ave. 
Norridge, IL  60706-1153 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  Dr. Mark Klaisner, Executive Director, West Cook Intermediate Service Center  
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James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Leotis D. Swopes 
Superintendent of Schools 
Thornton Twp HSD 205 
465 E. 170th St. 
South Holland, IL  60473-3400 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  Dr. Vanessa Kinder, Executive Director, South Cook Intermediate Service Center  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Lenell Navarre 
Superintendent of Schools 
Bloom Twp HSD 206 
100 W. 10th St. 
Chicago Heights, IL  60411-2002 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  Dr. Vanessa Kinder, Executive Director, South Cook Intermediate Service Center  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Kevin J. OMara 
Superintendent of Schools 
Argo CHSD 217 
7329 W. 63rd St. 
Summit, IL  60501-1817 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  Dr. Vanessa Kinder, Executive Director, South Cook Intermediate Service Center  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Ty Harting 
Superintendent of Schools 
CHSD 218 
10701 Kilpatrick Ave. 
Oak Lawn, IL  60453-6203 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  Dr. Vanessa Kinder, Executive Director, South Cook Intermediate Service Center  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Mr. William Kendall 
Superintendent of Schools 
Bremen CHSD 228 
15233 Pulaski Rd. 
Midlothian, IL  60445-3755 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  Dr. Vanessa Kinder, Executive Director, South Cook Intermediate Service Center  
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James T. Meeks Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
Chairman State Superintendent of Education  

 

 

 

 

February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. James M. Gay 
Superintendent of Schools 
Cons HSD 230 
15100 S. 94th Ave. 
Orland Park, IL  60462-3291 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  Dr. Vanessa Kinder, Executive Director, South Cook Intermediate Service Center  
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February 18, 2016 
 
 
Dr. Von Mansfield 
Superintendent of Schools 
Homewood Flossmoor CHSD 233 
999 Kedzie Ave. 
Flossmoor, IL  60422-2248 
 
Dear Superintendent: 
 
I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school district’s 
student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and/or 
mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students during the 2014-2015 
school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the 
participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such circumstances. 
 
As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments in ELA 
and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  Federal law 
further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level and within each 
school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 
 
Your regional superintendent will contact you to discuss how ISBE will proceed with this inquiry.  ISBE 
will provide your regional superintendent with guidelines for gathering evidence and testimony from all 
members of the school community, including administrators, teachers, support staff, union 
representatives, parents, community group leaders, and even students if appropriate.  Your regional 
superintendent will submit all of the facts he or she obtains directly to ISBE, and ISBE will not require 
him or her to recommend any course of action.  After reviewing and considering all of this information, 
ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the participation rate was not satisfied and then may 
tailor any course of action to the specific circumstances of each school district. 
 
While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty in 
implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I thank you 
for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are provided with the 
equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through their school doors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 
 
cc:  Dr. Vanessa Kinder, Executive Director, South Cook Intermediate Service Center  

 




