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February 22, 2016 

 

Mr. Forrest Claypool 

Chief Executive Officer 

Chicago Public Schools  

42 West Madison Street 

Chicago, Illinois  60602 

 

Dear Mr. Claypool: 

 

I am writing to you to describe the process for reviewing and following up on your school 

district’s student participation rate for the 2014-2015 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for 

College and Careers (PARCC) administration.  The data obtained by the Illinois State Board of 

Education (ISBE) indicates that your school district did not administer the English Language Arts 

(ELA) and/or mathematics components of the PARCC assessment to at least 95% of students 

during the 2014-2015 school year.  In these cases, ISBE is legally required to inquire into the 

circumstances surrounding the participation rate and respond in a manner appropriate to such 

circumstances. 

 

As you know, federal law requires ISBE to implement a set of high quality academic assessments 

in ELA and mathematics to measure the achievement of all eligible students in the grades tested.  

Federal law further requires that at least 95% of such students must be assessed at the State level 

and within each school district in both ELA and mathematics respectively. 

 

In the coming weeks, ISBE will proceed with this inquiry with respect to the Chicago Public 

Schools.  After conducting this inquiry, ISBE should have a clear understanding as to why the 

participation rate was not satisfied and then may tailor any course of action to the specific 

circumstances of your school district. 

 

By the close of business on March 2, 2016, I request that you identify an individual with whom 

we will collaborate during this inquiry.  The name, email, and phone number of this individual 

should be emailed to Angela Chamness, Division Administrator for Assessments, at 

achamnes@isbe.net.   

 

While ISBE is required to conduct this inquiry, I am aware of and fully appreciate the difficulty 

in implementing a new assessment and the time school districts devoted to the shift to PARCC.  I 

thank you for your partnership and unwavering commitment to ensure that our students are 

provided with the equitable and excellent education they deserve each day they walk through 

their school doors. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tony Smith, Ph.D. 

State Superintendent of Education 
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